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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-47, 63-82 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wheeler etal. (US 2002/0072348 A1)in viewofWitte etal. (6,917,801 A1), 
hereinafter referenced as Wheeler and Witte. 

Consider claim 1 , Wheeler discloses a method for summoning help (Abstract, 
Fig. 2) comprising: transmitting information over a wireless network in response to a 
first user action (Fig. 2 elements 202-206, where Wheeler discloses an emergency 
signal being transmitted to a security monitoring service), wherein the information 
includes the geographic location of the user (Para, 0007, Fig. 2 element 208, where 
Wheeler discloses the security monitoring service receiving subscriber location 
information). 

Wheeler does not specifically disclose biometrically identifying a user. Witte 
discloses biometrically identifying a user (Col. 2 lines 66-67, Col. 3 lines 1-13, Fig. 1, 
where Witte discloses biometric sensor for identifying a user). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Wheeler by specifically providing biometrically 
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identifying a user, as taught by Witte, for the purpose of expediting the emergency 
response to the user as discussed in Col. 1 lines 47-48. 

Consider claim 2, Wheeler discloses everything claimed as implemented above 
(see claim 1). In addition, Wheeler discloses that wherein the information includes at 
least one of text; a sound; an image; and a video/movie (Para 0010). 

Consider claim 3, Wheeler discloses everything claimed as implemented above 
(see claim 1). In addition, Wheeler discloses that wherein the information is transmitted 
by a device that is securely attached to the user (Para 0006). 

Consider claim 4, Wheeler discloses everything claimed as implemented above 
(see claim 1). In addition, Wheeler discloses that wherein a portable device is used to 
transmit the information; and wherein the portable device is integrated with at least one 
of a mobile telephone; a digital camera; a computer game; a digital music player; a 
personal digital assistant; and a GPS receiver (Para 0006). 

Consider claim 5, Wheeler discloses everything claimed as implemented above 
(see claim 1). In addition, Wheeler discloses that automatically summoning help in 
response to receipt of the transmitted information (Para 0007). 

Consider claim 6, Wheeler discloses everything claimed as implemented above 
(see claim 1). In addition, Wheeler discloses wherein a portable device is used to 
transmit the information, wherein the portable device can receive a message, and 
wherein the message can include at least one of text; a sound; an image; and a 
video/movie (Para 0010). 
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Consider claim 7, Wheeler discloses everything claimed as implemented above 
(see claim 1). In addition, Wheeler discloses wherein the information can be transmitted 
over at least one of a wireless local area network; a wireless wide area network; a 
cellular network; a satellite network; a Wi-Fi network; and a pager network (Fig. 1). 

Consider claim 8, Wheeler discloses everything claimed as implemented above 
(see claim 1). In addition, Wheeler discloses receiving the information; and rendering 
the information tamper-proof (Fig. 2, where Wheeler discloses sending help to 
person in need). 

Consider claim 9, Wheeler discloses everything claimed as implemented above 
(see claim 1 ). In addition, Wheeler discloses wherein at least one of the following 
devices is activated in response to a second user action a sound recorder an image 
recorder; and a video/movie recorder (Fig. 2). 

Claim 10, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 1 . 

Consider claim 11, the combination discloses everything claimed as implemented 
above (see claim 10). In addition, Witte discloses that the method comprising 
biometrically identifying the user (Col. 2 lines 66-67). 

Claim 12, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 3. 

Claim 13, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 4. 

Claim 14, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 5. 

Claim 15, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 6. 

Claim 16, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 7. 

Claim 17, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 8. 
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Claim 18, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed 


in 


claim 9. 


Claim 19, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations a 


s discussed 


in 


claim 1. 


Claim 20, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations a 


s discussed 


in 


claim 2. 


Claim 21, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations a 


s discussed 


in 


claim 4. 


Claim 22, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed 


in 


claim 5. 


Claim 23, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed 


in 


claim 4. 


Claim 24, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations a 


s discussed 


in 


claim 7. 


Claim 25, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations a 


s discussed 


in 


claim 8. 


Claim 26, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed 


in 


claim 5. 



Consider claim 27, the combination discloses everything claimed as implemented 
above (see claim 19). In addition, Wheeler discloses that method comprising remotely 
configuring the device from the user interface (Para 0010, where Wheeler discloses 
configuring wireless). 

Consider claim 28, the combination discloses everything claimed as implemented 
above (see claim 19). In addition, Witte discloses a method comprising biometrically 
authenticating the person's identity (Col. 2 lines 66-67). 

Claim 29, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 1 . 

Claim 30, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 28. 

Claim 31, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 28. 

Claim 32, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 7. 

Claim 33, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 3. 

Claim 34, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 4. 
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Claim 35, 


as 


analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 5. 


Claim 36, 


as 


analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 8. 


Claim 37, 


as 


analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 1. 


Claim 38, 


as 


analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 28. 


Claim 39, 


as 


analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 8. 


Claim 40, 


as 


analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 5. 


Claim 41, 


as 


analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 5. 


Claim 42, 


as 


analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 8. 


Claim 43, 


as 


analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 4. 


Claim 44, 


as 


analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 4. 


Claim 45, 


as 


analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 4. 


Claim 46, 


as 


analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 4. 


Claim 47, 


as 


analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 27. 


Claim 63, 


as 


analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 1. 


Claim 64, 


as 


analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 8. 



Consider claim 65, the combination discloses everything claimed as implemented 
above (see claim 63). In addition, Wheeler discloses wherein said signal further 
comprises a time stamp (Para 0006) 

Claim 66, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 3. 

Claim 67, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 1 . 

Claim 68, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 1 . 

Claim 69, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 64. 



Application/Control Number: 10/589,186 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2617 



Claim 70, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 9. 


Claim 71, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 8. 


Claim 72, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 4. 


Claim 73, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 4. 


Claim 74, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 7. 


Claim 75, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 5. 


Claim 76, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 9. 


Claim 77, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 9. 


Claim 78, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 9. 


Claim 79, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 9. 


Claim 80, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 4. 


Claim 81, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 65. 


Claim 82, 


as analyzed with respect to the limitations 


as 


discussed 


in 


claim 5. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 48-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 48-54 are drawn to functional descriptive material recorded on a 
machine readable medium. Normally, the claim would be statutory. However, the 
specification, in Para 0113 defines the claimed machine readable medium as 
encompassing statutory media such as a "ROM", "hard drive", "optical drive", etc, as 
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well as non-statutory subject mater such as "any type of media" (Para 0113 of 
Specification) i.e. including a "signal" 

A "signal" embodying functional descriptive material is neither a process nor a 
product (i.e., a tangible "thing") and therefore does not fall within one of the four 
statutory classes of § 101 . Rather, "signal" is a form of energy, in the absence of any 
physical structure or tangible material. 

Because the full scope of the claim as properly read in light of the disclosure 
encompasses non-statutory subject matter, the claim as a whole is non-statutory. The 
examiner suggests amending the claim to include the disclosed tangible computer 
readable media, while at the same time excluding the intangible media such as signals, 
carrier waves, etc. Any amendment to the claim should be commensurate with its 
corresponding disclosure. 

3. Claims 55-62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 55-62 define "a data signal" with descriptive material. While "functional 
descriptive material" may be claimed as a statutory product (i.e., a "manufacture") when 
embodied on a tangible computer readable medium, a signal embodying that same 
functional descriptive material is neither a process (i.e., a series of steps per se.) nor a 
product (i.e., a tangible "thing") and therefore does not fall within one of the four 
statutory classes of § 101 . Rather, "signal" is a form of energy, in the absence of any 
physical structure or tangible material. 
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Because the full scope of the claim as properly read in light of the disclosure 
encompasses non-statutory subject matter, the claim as a whole is non-statutory. The 
examiner suggests amending the claim to include the disclosed tangible computer 
readable media, while at the same time excluding the intangible media such as signals, 
carrier waves, etc. Any amendment to the claim should be commensurate with its 
corresponding disclosure. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BABAR SARWAR whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-5584. The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
09:00 A.M -05:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, NICK CORSARO can be reached on (571)272-7876. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IBS/ /BABAR SARWAR/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



/NICKCORSARO/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



